
Latest Enrollment Numbers Predict More Growth than Expected
By academic year 2021-2022, we are projected to reach an all-time high of 11,000 students; previously, the highest enrollment was 
10,818 Worthington students in 1995. Because of this growth, we’ve already modified our capacity numbers for our middle school 
renovations to add space for another 180 students. 

E N R O L L M E N T  P R O J E C T I O N S

Current enrollment FY19: 10,381 • Projected enrollment: FY24: 11,481
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Our Mission—To empower a community of learners who will change the world.

Message from the Superintendent 
Dear Residents:

The 2018-2019 school year is now complete, 
and we have a lot to celebrate. I would like 
to thank our staff, families, and community 
for their hard work and support. You are what 
makes our schools excellent.

This past November, our community came 
together to support our schools by passing 

both a bond issue and operating levy.  Funds from these issues will 
help us address our growing enrollment, upgrade our facilities, and 
will protect the high-quality programs and opportunities we value.  

To begin to balance our high school enrollment, it was recommended 
and approved that Slate Hill Elementary move to WKHS in two 
years. Our plan to familiarize Slate Hill Elementary to WKHS will 
begin with a “Welcome to WKHS” celebration scheduled for mid-
May. Additionally, viable options for middle school feeder pattern 
shifts are emerging, even though final decisions won’t be made until 
the fall when we have more accurate enrollment data. 

We've also made some immediate upgrades to our schools and 
provided important services and opportunities for our students. The 
district installed a new visitor management system at each building 
as part of our ongoing efforts to keep students safe. 

This fall, we will have a guidance counselor and a nurse in every 
building full time, which is important in helping our students stay 
mentally and physically healthy throughout the day to be at their 
best to learn. 

We are also purchasing new band and orchestra instruments, which 
have not been replaced in decades. Before next school year, we are 
looking to replace about 4,000 Chromebooks.

Thank you for making the 2018-2019 school year a success. We look 
forward to welcoming back students in August.

Sincerely,

Students show off their skills at Arts In Action, an annual event at Worthington Kilbourne High School.

Worthington Estates Elementary School students have volunteered to help create a zero-waste cafeteria.



2019 Retirees
It’s time to say goodbye to many  
employees who have been impacting 
the lives of Worthington children for 
decades!

Retiring this year:

JIM CALLAHAN 
Physical Education Teacher, Brookside

HAROLD BROWN 
Bus Driver, Transportation

TERRI FICKEL 
Special Ed Assistant, Slate Hill

NANETTE FIELDS 
Cook Manager, Worthington Hills

RACHEL FULLER 
Reading Teacher, Brookside

GREGORY FREISNER 
Intervention Assistant, WKHS

RHONDA GAINES 
Intervention Specialist, Colonial Hills

ANN HALPIN 
Administrative Secretary, Bluffsview

ROBERT HENNINGS 
Maintenance Associate

JUDITH KIRKBRIDE 
Psychologist, Worthingway/
Worthington Estates

SANDRA KUCINICH-HORN 
Language Arts Teacher, WKHS

KATHRYN LUTTRELL 
Special Ed Assistant,  
Worthington Estates

ANNE MCMILLAN 
Building/Instructional Assistant, 
Slate Hill

RUTH ANN NORRIS 
Family and Consumer Science 
Teacher, TWHS

SANDRA NOURSE 
6th grade Teacher, Worthington Park

DAVID PAYNE 
Custodian, WKHS

RON PILATOWSKI 
Science Teacher, Linworth

CARLA SAUNDERS 
Language Arts Teacher, TWHS

BRUCE SCHOOP 
Custodian, Worthington Estates

KAREN SMUCKER 
5th grade Teacher, Bluffsview

NERYS THOMAS 
Teacher for English Language 
Learners, Worthington Park

NINA URBANK 
Intervention Assistant, TWHS

BARB WHITE 
Administrative Secretary,  
Slate Hill

MELANIE WILLIAMS 
Physical Education Teacher, WKHS

Best wishes for an enjoyable well-
deserved retirement! 

Master Facilities Plan Update
Phase One of the Master Facilities Plan continues to take shape for remodeling and rebuilding our 
middle schools, and the latest drawings from our architects are impressive. Hopefully, you’ve been able 
to attend one of our community meetings to learn more about the specific renovations happening 
at each of our four middle school buildings. If not, please check the district Facebook page or 
Worthington Schools website for times and locations of future meetings. 

WINTER 
• Complete construction  
 documents phase. 
• Finalize middle school  
 master schedule. 
• Tentative ground  
 breaking for middle  
 school construction.

SPRING 
• Construction completed. 

FALL 
• Start of school year  
 2021-22:  
• Transition to K–5th  
 elementary schools  
 and 6th–8th middle  
 schools.  
• Students in reassigned  
 pattern start at WKHS.

SUMMER 
• Complete design development phase of projects.  
• Architect begins to develop construction  
 documents. 
• Architect work complete.  
• Board approval of design plan.

FALL  
•  Feeder pattern committee plans to finalize all  
 middle school assignments.

2019 2020 2021
B U I L D I N G  T I M E L I N E 

After many years of service to the families of the Worthington School District, I 
have decided to retire from my position at Slate Hill Elementary. It has been a 
30-year adventure! As a volunteer at my son’s elementary school I found that 
I enjoyed working in the school environment. Then secretary at Granby, Gerry 
Alexander, recommended I become a substitute. My first substitute jobs took 
me to the Board of Education office when it was at 752 High Street. I worked in 
the Special Education and EPP offices.  

I was hired shortly after and shared 40 hours between Special Ed and EPP.  When Worthington 
opened three new schools I had the opportunity to go to Slate Hill as an elementary secretary and 
thus it became a 30-year adventure. I have been mentored by the best, and it has been an honor to 
work alongside so many amazing individuals.  

I have had the privilege of knowing many, many wonderful students and their families, worked with 
unforgettable colleagues, and it has been an honor to serve the families of this community. Thank you 
for the opportunity!

BARB WHITE  • Administrative Secretary • Slate Hill

Retiring Thoughts

The staff of Slate Hill Elementary has been surprising their students at home and thanking them for their hard work.



Citizen Committee Helps Shape Plan for New 
High School Feeder Pattern
Worthington Schools is fortunate to have an engaged community 
that volunteers for important school district initiatives. Earlier this 
year, the Feeder Pattern Committee was created to help determine 
which elementary school will shift from Thomas Worthington 
High School to Worthington Kilbourne High School to balance 
enrollment at the high schools. 

The Feeder Pattern Committee is made up of parent 
representatives from each school building, as well as students, 
district leaders, and board members. On March 25, they 
presented their recommendations to the Board of Education. 
The committee recommended that Slate Hill Elementary move to 
WKHS. That means that current 6th graders at Slate Hill will attend 
Worthingway for 7th and 8th grade but will then move to WKHS 
as 9th graders in the fall of 2021. It will take several years, but with 
this shift, we will begin to see the enrollment balance between 
the two schools. This change will enable the school district to 
make the best use of available space and to keep opportunities 
equitable for students at both Worthington high schools.  

Several factors were considered including capacity, drive time 
and route, and balancing student diversity. The Feeder Pattern 
Committee met for several hours four different times and followed 
a selection process that was community-driven, transparent, 
methodical, and data-based. The change is not happening for 
another two years, and in the meantime, the district is working 
through the details of grandfathering, open enrollment, and 
transportation for those families who might end up with a child 
at both high schools at the same time. We want to ensure that 
families have options if they find themselves in a situation with 
children assigned to different high schools. We want to do all we 
can to keep families together and make the transition as smooth 
as possible for those affected. 

In October, the Feeder Pattern Committee will reconvene to 
determine which elementary schools feed to which middle 
schools. This decision will be made once we have updated data 
on 2019-2020 enrollment and the most accurate building capacity 
numbers from our architects.

You can view the slides from the Feeder Pattern Committee Board 
of Education presentation on the Worthington Schools website.

Members of the Columbus Police Department pose with preschoolers at Sutter Park during the Touch A Truck event.

Professional QB Cardale Jones signs autographs during his appearance at Liberty Elementary.



Community Support Ensures Financial Stability
The Worthington Schools Board of Education 
approved the latest financial forecast in May.  
It reflects the community passage of the 
operating levy, additional staffing for 
continued enrollment growth and additional 
expenditures for modular classrooms while we 
work on renovating and expanding the middle 
schools. We are pleased to report that the 
district has a positive unreserved fund balance 
for the life of the forecast.

The District completed a new enrollment study to determine the 
number of students to anticipate over the next 10 years. This is the 
5th study completed in the last four years. The results indicate we 
should expect 500 additional students in the next five years over the 
enrollment study from last year for a total of over 1,000 new students 
by 2024. This significant growth requires us to make changes in both 
our operating budget and our capital budget planning.

The bond issue passage in November of 2018 provided for Phase 
One of the Master Facilities Plan. We are working with our architect 
and construction manager to renovate, improve, and construct 
additional educational space at all four middle schools. Due to the 
significant enrollment growth reflected in the latest report, we will 
have to build additional classrooms that were not originally part of 
the plan. This will require the Board of Education and administration 
to work together to reallocate funds to ensure we have the proper 
amount of classroom space at each of the middle schools when they 
open in the fall of 2021.

In addition, our new governor has proposed his first biennial budget. 
The proposal contains new funds for schools to be dedicated for 
wrap-around services to help students’ physical and mental well 
being. The proposal adds approximately $500 million across the 
state, but no individual district figures are available at this time. 
Representatives Bob Cupp and John Patterson have been working 
with a group of school district treasurers and superintendents from 
around the state to build a new school funding formula. The formula 
was presented to the legislature and would provide Worthington 
approximately $8.5 million additional revenue over the biennium.  

Based on reports from the statehouse, it is very unlikely that the 
legislature will enact the new funding formula in this biennium, but 
we will closely monitor the deliberation and advocate for fair funding 
for our Worthington Schools. We do not expect the state budget to 
be finalized until later this summer. Due to this uncertainty of state 
revenue, we have decided to leave our current projection of 3% 
growth in foundation revenue in the forecast.

W O R T H I N G T O N  
C I T Y  S C H O O L S
200 E. Wilson Bridge Rd.  
Worthington, OH 43085

Thank you for your continued support of our 
schools. For more information on the financial 
forecast, please visit worthington.k12.oh.us 
or contact me at jmccuen@wscloud.org.

Brookside Elementary students learn about how the body works during a visit by COSI on Wheels.


